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Abstract: Universities in most countries of the world seek to obtain accreditation, whether "institutional or programmatic‖ at national and internationa l 
levels, as this impacts not only In increasing graduate's skills but also in strengthening university's competition in local and global markets. This is 
achieved through the educational programs and institutions quality, which are achieved by following standards set by specialized bodies called 
"accreditation bodies" which are considered governmental or non-governmental oversight and mandatory bodies working to develop evaluation 
standards and conduct evaluations and visits to the institution or program to assess if they meet these standards or not, It is entitled to grant formal 
accreditation and sometimes a license to operate after the successful completion of the application of the standards, These standards differ from one 
body to another according to the different founders and their goals.  Among international interior design programs accreditation bodies: Council for 
Interior Design Accreditation CIDA, the Middle States Commission for Higher Education MSCHE, the National Association of Schools of Art and Design 
(NASAD), and others…, They accredit interior design programs in various places around the world, help in enhancing profession by coordinating 
educational and professional standards that play an important role in influencing an interior designer attitude Whether technically, artistically, culturally, 
historically or practically. Interior design graduate attitude differs from a university to another according to different accreditation body standards for each 
program. Therefore each body has a specific vision and thinking, so the multiplicity of interior design program accreditation bodies and their spread in 
different places in the world may disseminate different cultures or may affect on graduate’s attitude; it may correspond to the environment he lives or 
differs with it in some conditions such as "social, traditional, technological, environmental and human " conditions. Hence, the research problem is 
confined to the difference occurs between interior design graduates (future designers) as a result of adherence to the standards of program accreditation 
from different institutions around the world and the difference in visions between those bodies and the extent of their impact on the designers attributes 
in local environments, so, Is it necessary for the accreditation body to be "national" to emphasize features that an interior designer must possess or 
reliance on international accreditation body in accrediting local programs that may achieve competence in the scientific and technological capabilities of 
local programs graduates?.  The research aims to identify the discrepancy in the attitude of the graduate in both programs that are accredited by 
national and international bodies and to monitor the standards of national and international accreditation bodies to know the scientific, technological, 
cultural, artistic, and professional controls that interior designer must possess, Research methodology is based on the descriptive, analytical and survey 
approach. 
 
Keywords: Academic programs , Attributes of interior design graduates , Interior design attitude , Interior design specialization , Interior designer ,  
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——————————      —————————— 

1 INTRODUCTION                                                                     

UNIVERSITY education at both local and global levels has 

witnessed serious attempts to develop and modernize it, 
including the attempt to evaluate and improve university 
performance through ―Academic Accreditation system‖ which 
has become a global trend that is widely relied upon in various 
activities and fields and necessity dictated by life 
developments . It is a support for continuity granted to an 
institution or an educational program in exchange for meeting 
standards issued by specialized academic bodies and 
organizations in order to qualify them to gain the confidence of 
the academic community and the target public [1].  
Interior design education has a much bigger role in life in 
general than ever before, the effect of interior design 
profession is not limited to achieving human needs in the 
place where he lives or works only, it does not affect the 
psychological state of the person inside only, but extends to 

affect his behavior and emotions and may influence the 
formation of his sense and choices ... according to Winston 
Churchill's quote: "We form our buildings first, and then they 

form us after that" [2].  Designers now often occupy 

managerial positions at major organizations, the expanded 
role of design education has increased professional demands 
on designers as designers increasingly rely on research, and 
theory to provide a basis for more efficient, effective and 
innovative design, thus helping to improve art and design 
education [3], the improvement of the educational process and 
its effectiveness can be achieved through the accreditation 
process [4].  
 

2 DEFINITION OF ACADEMIC ACCREDITATION AND ITS 

IMPORTANCE 
Accreditation is a modern expression that began to be used as 
a result of the common use of quality concepts in educational 
institutions until its concept in universities and colleges was 
linked to the principles and foundations of quality assurance, 
which appear coherent and intertwined in their contents and 
procedure [5], It can be defined as follows: The process by 
which a (non-)governmental or private body evaluates the 
quality of a higher education institution as an entire or of a 
specific educational program to formally recognize it as having 
met certain pre-determined minimal criteria or standards. The 
result of this process is usually the awarding of a status (a 
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yes/no decision) of recognition, and sometimes of a license to 
operate within a time-limited validity [6].  Accreditation ensures 
a specific level of quality according to the institution’s mission, 
objectives of the program (s), and expectations of different 
concerns, including students and employers [7]; accredited 
institutions adhere to strict standards must maintain following 
with each renewal. Additionally, accredited institutions are the 
most preferred among employers and other institutions [8].  
Accreditation helps in determining whether the institution 
meets or exceeds the minimum quality standards and works to 
improve and maintain the quality of higher education to reach 
clarity and transparency in all activities of the educational 
institution and to provide accurate and reliable information to 
students, employers, and others concerned about the 
objectives of the educational programs which the institution 
provides and its procedures in achieving those goals [9], which 
leads to enhancing the institution’s reputation and programs 
nationally and internationally, as well as community confidence 
in the educational programs provided by the institution and the 
quality of its outputs. 
 

3 TYPES OF ACCREDITATION 
There are three main types of accreditation, which are: 
 
3.1 Institutional Accreditation 
Institutional accreditation normally applies to an entire 
institution, indicating that each of an institution’s part is 
contributing to the achievement of the institution’s objectives, 
although not necessarily all at the same level of quality. 
 
3.2 Specialized or programmatic accreditation 
Specialized or programmatic accreditation normally applies to 
programs, departments, or schools that are part of an 
institution. The accredited unit may be as large as a college or 
school within a university or as small as a curriculum within a 
discipline. Most specialized or programmatic accrediting 
bodies review units within an institution of higher education 
that is accredited by one of the regional accrediting 
commissions. However, certain accrediting bodies also 
accredit professional schools and other specialized or 
vocational institutions of higher education that are freestanding 
in their operations. Thus, a specialized or "programmatic" 
accrediting body may also function in the capacity of an 
"institutional" accrediting body. 
 
3.3 Professional Accreditation 
Professional accreditation is concerned with the recognition of 
the quality and eligibility of people to practice different 
professions. It focuses mainly on the graduate and his 
suitability to practice his profession [3]. This type of 
accreditation is granted by accreditation institutions that have 
prepared for this purpose, such as Syndicate, professional 
associations for the profession [10], and a legal license based 
on a technical basis that allows the individual to practice the 
profession to which he belongs. Accordingly, professional 
accreditation is concerned with raising the quality of the 
professions' owners and recognizing them locally, regionally, 
and internationally. 
 

4 ACCREDITATION PROCESS STEPS 
The accreditation process generally includes several specific 
steps [11]: 

4.1 Self-evaluation 
Faculty members, administrators, conduct it, and workers in 
the program or academic institution result in a report dealing 
with (accreditation body standards) as a reference to compare 
its performance. 
 
4.2 Site visit 
It is conducted by a team of colleagues selected by the 
accreditation organization which reviews the evidence and 
visits the places to be accredited, conducts interviews with 
academic and administrative staff, resulting in an evaluation 
report including a recommendation for the accreditation body 
committee, the purpose of this process is to know if the 
organization is ready for an evaluation or not. 
 
4.3 The decision or judgment issued by the committee  
This is issued based on a certain set of standards related to 
quality and the issuance of a final judgment either on 
accreditation or non-accreditation.  If the relevant accreditation 
organization is satisfied that the institution or program has met 
the accreditation standards, it grants it accreditation, and the 
name of the educational organization or program is included in 
the list of accredited institutions or programs. 
 

5 ACADEMIC ACCREDITATION STANDARDS AND ITS 

CONDITIONS 
Many standards can be applied and used in education quality 
that differs according to the method used. For example, ―ISO 
standards‖ differ from ―academic accreditation standards‖ from 
―comprehensive evaluation standards‖ and so on. Regarding 
academic standards, it generally refers to the level or status 
required to be reached to grant accreditation, whether it is 
institutional or programmatic accreditation; the standards aim 
to make the change and create quality in educational 
institutions[10], they are a set of academic indicators that 
serve as frameworks reference that institution can rely upon in 
implementing requirements of quality assurance system and 
then being eligible to apply for academic accreditation. 
Accreditation standards differ from one country to another or 
from one institution to another depending on the goal for which 
the accreditation committees were established and according 
to social and cultural conditions, and they vary in the 
multiplicity of professional or specialized fields and standards 
of behavior and good practices required by each profession 
[12].  For these standards to fulfill the purpose for which they 
were found, they must be formulated clearly and 
comprehensively, taking into account flexibility in their 
formulation [3]. Academic standards are specific output 
standards decided by the educational institution and are 
derived from national and/or international external references. 
Three sub-criteria are Content Standards, which describe what 
students should know and be able to do, Performance 
Standards, which explain the extent to which performance 
matches the specified standards and Proficiency Standards 
that explain how the performance should be. 
 

6 INTERNATIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAMS 

ACCREDITATION BODIES 
They are governmental, non-governmental, or private 
educational associations of national or regional scope that 
work to develop evaluation standards, conduct assessments 
and visits to assess whether the standards are met or not, and 
are entitled to grant official accreditation and sometimes a 
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license to work for individual institutions or programs of higher 
education after Successful examination for implementing and 
evaluating of the concerned educational unit; there are 
different types of accreditation bodies such as (agencies, 
councils, committees, etc.), focusing on general (institutional) 
accreditation, specialized (program) accreditation, professional 
accreditation, regional accreditation, national accreditation, 
and distance education accreditation ... etc. [13]. 

1. The agency may be a government agency – a ministry 
unit, with responsibility for part of the country’s higher 
education sector. 

2. The agency may be fully independent of the 
government in terms of its establishment and, to a large 
extent - in its functioning 

3. The agency may be a buffer body or be established 
under a local buffer organization. The government may 
have a role in its initiation to serve governmental 
functions, but it is governed independently (India, 
Egypt). 

4. Professional associations can be established without 
any role from the government or higher education 
institutions [7]. 

There are many international interior design programs 
accreditation bodies, (see Table 1): 

 
7 HIGHER EDUCATION QUALITY IN THE UNITED ARAB 

EMIRATES 
The establishment of the United Arab Emirates was officially 
declared in 1971[24]. It is located in the southeast of the 
Arabian Peninsula in southwestern Asia on the Arabian Gulf. 
Improving and maintaining quality in higher education is the 
main focus of all private and government universities in the 
United Arab Emirates. It is the first country in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries to establish an accreditation 
agency [25].   There are two basic types of accredited 
universities, one of which is accredited by the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Scientific Research, under the umbrella 
of the Commission For Academic Accreditation (CAA), and 
other types of universities are in fact, foreign universities 
(accredited) in their countries and are located in The United 
Arab Emirates, under the umbrella of the (KHDA) Knowledge 
& Human Development Authority [26], and the universities 
under the supervision of KHDA are branch campuses of 
international universities; their academic systems are the 
same as those in the original universities in their countries 
(such as American, British, Indian, Pakistani universities…etc.) 
[25].   The KHDA provides academic accreditation and 
supports quality assurance to all universities in Dubai. It 
established the University Quality Assurance International 
Board (UQAIB) [27]. This committee uses a thoughtful model 
to verify that academic programs offered by the branches of 
higher education institutions in Dubai are identical to the 
approved programs that are offered in the parent institutions. 
All higher education institutions in Dubai free zones must 
undergo the International Committee for Quality Assurance of 
Universities' quality assurance processes. This committee is a 
full member of the International Network for Quality Assurance 
Agencies in Higher Education (INQAAHE) [28] and adheres to 
the organization's directives on good practices UNESCO / 
OECD directives on providing quality in international higher 
education.  As for the Commission for Academic Accreditation 
CAA, it was established to promote educational excellence in 
higher education institutions in the United Arab Emirates. 

 
There is also another accreditation agency in Abu Dhabi, 
called the Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC), which is 
currently called the Department of Education and Knowledge 
[29] whose role is to raise the quality of education (including 
higher education) in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to the highest 
level of international standards and organizes, leads and 
supervises development initiatives in all sectors of education 
including higher education. All these aforementioned agencies 
facilitate higher education institutions' work and ensure that all 
institutions in the UAE follow the stated higher education 
quality standards [30].  The United Arab Emirates and Saudi 
Arabia are by far the largest total design markets in the Arab 
region, respectively, with $ 27.6 billion and $ 21.9 billion in 
design revenues in 2014 [31]. In the United Arab Emirates, a 
special responsibility is to develop stronger links with 
international universities and apply the highest quality 
standards in higher education. This research reviews the study 
of the local accreditation authority CAA in the United Arab 
Emirates, as well as the international (American) academic 
accreditation bodies that accredit interior design programs in 
the UAE, including the National Association of Schools of Art 
and Design (NASAD), Council for Interior Design Accreditation 
(CIDA), and the Middle States Committee for Higher Education 
(MSCHE). 
 

 8 THE NATIONAL ACCREDITATION BODY IN THE UAE 

National accreditation is the accreditation of educational 
institutions or programs by independent national accreditation 
bodies, an example of national accreditation bodies in the 
United Arab Emirates is: 

 
TABLE 1 

INTERNATIONAL INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAMS ACCREDITATION 

BODIES 
 

locale Name of the body 

USA 
 

(NASAD)National Association of Schools 
of Art and Design, Reston-Virginia [14]. 
(CIDA)Council for Interior Design 
Accreditation, Michigan [15]. 
(MSCHE)The Middle States Commission 
on Higher Education, Pennsylvania [16]. 

Europ
e 

 

(ACQUIN)The Accreditation, Certification 
and Quality Assurance Institute, Germany 
[17]. 
(QAA)Quality Assurance Agency, UK [18]. 
(A3ES)Agency for Assessment and 
Accreditation of Higher Education, 
Portuguese [19]. 
(HEA) Agency for Development of Higher 
Education and Quality Assurance ,Bosnia 
and Herzegovina [20]. 

Asia 
 

(CHED)Technical Panel for Interior Design 
(under the Commission on Higher 
Education, Republic of the Philippines [21]. 
(BAM)Board of Architects Malaysia, 
Malaysia [22]. 
(NAAC) National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council, India [23]. 
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8.1 The Commission for Academic Accreditation (CAA) 
It was established in 1999 under the umbrella of the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Scientific Research to ensure the quality 
of private higher education institutions and ensure that its 
programs comply with international quality standards. Its 
activities were expanded in 2012 to include licensing and 
accreditation of all higher education institutions in the country, 
including governmental higher education institutions. It is 
responsible for approving substantive changes to those 

institutions and their programs, undertakes academic reviews 
of their activities, provides advice, support, and development 
opportunities to higher education institutions in line with its 
mission, and is a member of the International Network for 
Quality Assurance Agencies (INQAAHE), It is a global network 
of nearly 300active organizations in quality assurance in 
higher education. 
 
8.1.1 Accreditation standards for CAA in the Emirates  
There are 11 accreditation standards for Commission for 
Academic Accreditation CAA [32], (see Table 2). 
 
8.1.2 Accredited programs (institutional accreditation) 
Among interior design programs accredited by CAA in the 

UAE is ―Interior Design Program in the Engineering and 
Design Department of College of Engineering at Abu Dhabi 
University‖, Abu Dhabi University is a private university 
established in 2003.    
 
8.1.3 Curriculum 
The duration of study in this program is four years divided into 
eight semesters; one year is divided into two semesters (fall 
and spring). Credit hours system is applied (132 credit hours); 
through a study it was found that the program focuses on 
several aspects (see Table 3): 

 

9 INTERNATIONAL ACCREDITATION BODIES 
International accreditation is the accreditation of educational 
institutions or programs by independent foreign accreditation 
bodies, such as: 
 
9.1 National Association of Schools of Art and Design 

It is an organization founded in Reston, Virginia, the USA in 
1944, and includes about 363 accredited memberships from 
schools, institutes, and universities, and has been appointed 
by the United States Department of Education (USDE) as the 
agency responsible for accrediting independent art and design 
institutions throughout the United States of America which offer 
art-related programs such as animation, ceramics, digital 
media, film and video production, carpentry, weaving, 
sculpture, painting, photography, glass, jewelry, paint, fine and 
general arts, and design-related programs such as 

 
TABLE 2 

COMMISSION FOR ACADEMIC ACCREDITATION STANDARDS 
 

STANDARD NO DETAILS 

Standard 1  Governance and Management 

Standard 2 Quality Assurance 

Standard 3 Educational Programs 

Standard 4 Research and Scholarly Activities 

Standard 5 Faculty and Professional Staff 

Standard 6 Students 

Standard 7 Health, Safety and Environment 

Standard 8 Learning Resource Centre 

Standard 9 Fiscal Resources, Financial 
Managements and Budgeting 

Standard 10 Legal Compliance and Public 
Disclosure. 

Standard 11 Community Engagement 

 
TABLE 3 

INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAM CURRICULUM AT THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING AND DESIGN AT THE COLLEGE OF 

ENGINEERING AT ABU DHABI UNIVERSITY 
 

Design Aspect 

Interior Design: Students are exposed to study interior design 
during the four years, in the first year they study basic principles 
such as ―Introduction to Interior Design‖, ―Design Foundations‖ 
and then in the following years they delve into their studies in 
each semester, so they study‖ Interior Design Studio I, II, III, IV, 
V‖, in addition to ―graduation project I, II‖   that is studied in the 
last year in spring and fall semesters. 
In the second year, students study ‖Color Theory In Design 
Applications‖ , in the third year they study ‖Lighting & Acoustics‖ , 
‖Research Methods & Programming‖, ‖Materials and 
Specifications‖ , ‖Textiles‖ all  these courses serve interior design. 
Architectural Design: The program concerned with the 
architecture study through ‖Interior Construction‖ , ‖Building 
Technology ―but  only in spring and fall semesters in the second 
academic year. 
Technical design: In the first year the program is concerned with 
the study of‖Graphic Thinking and Freehand Drawing‖, 
and‖working drawings‖ in the final year. 

Furniture design: Students study "Furniture Design" only in one 
semester in the second year. 

Cultural Aspect 

The program concerned with studying core curricula and cultural 
courses extensively in the first year, among core courses that 
students study are‖ English Language‖, ‖Pre-Calculus‖, ‖General 
Statistics‖, ‖Natural Sciences‖, ‖UAE and GCC (Gulf Cooperation 
Council Society‖, ‖Academic Skills for Success‖. In the third year 
they study ―Research and Programming Methods‖ . In the final 
year they study‖ Islamic Culture‖. 

Historical Aspect 

Students study history only in one year, they study‖history of 
interior design‖ in the third semester and‖architectural history‖ in 
the fourth semester in second year. 

Technological Aspect 

The program concerned with the technological aspect by 
studying some courses that serve this aspect, such as 
‖Computer Aided Design‖ , ‖Building Technology‖ in the second 
year. 
‖3D Modeling‖ in the third year. 

Professional Practice Aspect 

The program focuses on professional practice significantly during 
the last two years by studying‖ Practice and Ethics‖ in the third 
year. ―Professional Elective I, II‖,‖Fundamentals of Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship‖ in the final year. 

Communication and Writing Skills  Aspect 

In the first year students study‖Communication Skills in Arabic 
Language‖,‖Design Communication 1 and 2‖. In the second year 
they study‖Technical Communication in the Workplace‖ in one 
semester only. 
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communication design, textile design, interior design, industrial 
design, and fashion design, as well as distance education 
programs, focus on the education quality and institutional 
integrity; it applies its accreditation examination to the entire 

institution including all operational activities and all its study 
programs[14]. 
 
9.1.1 National Association of Schools of Art and Design 

Accreditation Standards 
There are 11 accreditation standards for the National 
Association of Schools of Art and Design, (see Table 4): 

9.1.2 Accredited programs  
Among interior design programs accredited by NASAD in the 
UAE is the ―Interior Design Program at the College of Arts and 
Creative Projects at Zayed University.‖ Zayed University was 
established in the UAE in 1998 in Abu Dhabi, it offers 
accredited programs at national and international academic 
levels, [33] in addition to the College of Arts and creative 
projects entirely accreditation including the interior design 
sciences program from NASAD in 2015, the university 
obtained academic accreditation from Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education MSCHE also. 
 
9.1.3 Curriculum 
The duration of study in this program is four and a half years 
divided into nine semesters; credit hour system is applied (120 
credit hours). through the study it was found that the program 
focuses on several aspects (see Table 5): 
 
9.2 Council for Interior Design Accreditation 
Council for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) is an 
independent, non-profit accrediting organization for interior 
design education programs at colleges and universities in the 
United States and internationally; for more than 35 years, it 
was recognized by the Council of Higher Education 

Accreditation CHEA in the United States of America, this 
knowledge-driven organization has been passionately 
committed to the ongoing enrichment of the interior design 
profession through identifying, developing and promoting 
quality standards for the education of entry-level interior 
designers, and then encouraging, accrediting and supporting 
educational programs to aspire to those standards, as 
accreditation promotes the achievement of high academic 
standards and makes education more responsive to the needs 
of students and society.  CIDA has accredited more than 190 
programs in interior design, some of which are in the USA 
―national level,‖ and the others   in many Countries such as 
some Arabian countries (the United Arab Emirates and Qatar)‖ 
international level.‖ 
 
9.2.1 Council for Interior Design Accreditation Standards 
There are 16 accreditation standards for the Council for 

 
TABLE 4 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS OF ART AND DESIGN 

ACCREDITATION STANDARDS 
 

STANDARD NO DETAILS 

Standard 1  Purposes of the Institution and 
Art/Design Unit 

Standard 2 Size and Scope 

Standard 3 Finances 

Standard 4 Governance and Administration 

Standard 5 Faculty and Staff 

Standard 6 Facilities, Equipment, Technology, 
Health, and Safety 

Standard 7 Library and Learning Resources 

Standard 8 Published Materials and Websites 

Standard 9 Community Involvement 

Standard 10 Articulation with Other Institutions 

Standard 11 Evaluation, Planning, and Projections 

TABLE 5 
INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAM CURRICULUM AT THE COLLEGE 

OF ARTS AND CREATIVE PROJECTS AT ZAYED UNIVERSITY 

Design Aspect 

Interior Design: Students study interior design starting 
from the second year, they study ―principles of design‖, 
―basic design‖  ―Interior Design Studio I‖, and then in the 
following academic years they study ―Interior Design 
Studio II, III, IV, V‖ and finally the graduation project.  In 
the third year they study ―Color and Light Design‖, 
―Interior Design Materials and Construction‖, 
―Environmental Control System‖. 
Architectural Design:  The program does not concerned 
with architecture study, in third year they study materials 
used in construction through ―Interior design and 
construction materials‖ course only. 
Technical design: The program deals with the study of 
many artistic design courses such as ―Art foundations,‖ 
drawing for designers ―only in the second year. 
Furniture design:  In the sixth semester in the third year 
only, students study ―Furniture Design‖. 

Cultural Aspect 

The program concerned with studying core curricula and 
cultural courses in the first and second semesters 
intensively; they study ―data management and analysis‖, 
―Islamic civilization‖, ―methods of scientific research and 
development‖,‖ living science: health and environment‖, 
―happiness, positivity and safety‖. In the third semester in 
the second year they study ―emirates studies‖, 
―Advanced Arabic Language Skills in Art and Design‖. In 
the third year they study‖ Arts of the Modern World‖. 

Historical Aspect 

Students study history in the third year through the 
course of ―Introduction to Art History‖. In seventh and 
eighth semesters in the fourth year they study ―elective 
course: art history". 

Technological Aspect 

The program concerned with the technological aspect by 
studying some courses such as ―Introduction to 
Information Technology‖ in the second semester of the 
first year. ―CAD programs‖ in the second and third year. 

Professional Practice Aspect 

The program focuses on professional practice largely 
through several courses. In the second year they study 
―fundamentals of Innovation and Entrepreneurship‖. In 
fourth year at eighth semester they study ―Professional 
Practice‖.  They are trained to profession practice in ninth 
semester at last year through ―internship‖. 

Communication and Writing Skills  Aspect 

In the first year students study ―Life Skills‖, ―English 
Composition‖ ,‖ Arabic Concepts‖. In the third year they 
study‖ Research Methods for Artists and Designers‖. In 
the final year they present a ―senior Research Seminar‖, 
these courses help students to communicate effectively. 
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Interior Design Accreditation, (see Table 6). 
 
9.2.2 Accredited programs  
Among the interior design programs accredited by CIDA (in 
the United Arab Emirates) is ―Interior Design Program at the 
College of Fine Arts of the American University in Dubai.‖  
American University in Dubai is a private, academic, and 
cultural comprehensive institution of higher education that 
provides an internationally recognized American education; 
founded in 1995 in Dubai is based on the American system 
without challenging cultural values or the local community. It 

grants many degrees in various disciplines, including Bachelor 
of Fine Arts (Interior Design Program) accredited by CIDA and 

also accredited by the National Association of Schools of Art 
and Design (NASAD) [34]. 
 
9.2.3 Curriculum 
This program's study duration is four years divided into eight 
semesters; each year is divided into two semesters (fall and 
spring), credit hours system is applied (124 credit hours). 
Through the study, it was found that the program focuses on 
several aspects (see Table 7): 
 
9.3 Middle States Commission for Higher Education 
Middle States Commission for Higher Education (MSCHE) was 
formally established under Commonwealth law in 
Pennsylvania in March 2013; it was previously called 
(UMSACS) Unit of the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools from 1919 until February 2013, but it is now a 

non-governmental membership association aims to maintain 
and enhance educational excellence in institutions with 
diverse missions, students, and resources.  MSCHE examines 
the institutions entirely, rather than specific programs 
examining within these institutions. MSCHE commissioners, 
staff, and evaluators improve higher education institutions' 
quality by setting goals, fair accreditation standards, self-
analytical evaluations, and objective peer reviews; it has been 
recognized by the Council of Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) [16]. More than 525 accredited and candidate 
institutions for accreditation by MSCHE include those in 
America or abroad. 

 
TABLE 6 

COUNCIL FOR INTERIOR DESIGN ACCREDITATION STANDARDS 
 

 STANDARD NO DETAILS 
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Standard 1  Program Identity and 

Curriculum 

Standard 2 Faculty and Administration 

Standard 3 Learning Environments and 
Resources 
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 Standard 4 Global Context 

Standard 5 Collaboration 

Standard 6 Business Practices and 
Professionalism 

Standard 7 Human-Centered Design 

Standard 8 Design Process 

Standard 9 Communication 

Standard 10 History 

Standard 11 Design Elements and 
Principles 

Standard 12 Light and Color 

Standard 13 Products and Materials 

Standard 14 Environmental Systems and 
Comfort 

Standard 15 Construction 

Standard 16 Regulations and Guidelines 

Communication and Writing Skills  Aspect 

In the first year students study ―Composition and 
Rhetoric‖, ―Advanced Composition and Research‖. In the 
second year they study ―public speaking‖. In the final 
year they present ―Senior Thesis: research and portfolio‖. 

TABLE 7 
INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAM CURRICULUM AT THE COLLEGE 

OF FINE ARTS OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN DUBAI 
Design Aspect 

Interior Design: Students study interior design during the four years 
every semester under several names such as "Interior Design 
Studio I :Visual Expression and Composition", "Interior Design 
Studio  II :Drawing for Interior Design ", "Interior Design Studio  III : 
3D spatial Design" , "Interior Design Studio  IV : space planning and 
universal design" , "interior design studio V :  furniture design and 
detailing ", "interior design studio  VI : smart design" ," interior 
design studio  VII : comprehensive design" , " interior design studio 
Senior Thesis: Capstone Design‖,. In the second year they study 
some other interior design courses such as "resources and 
materials‖,‖ Textiles for Interiors ―. In the third year they study 
―Interior lighting‖, ―Hospitality Design ". 

Architectural Design:   The program concerned with architecture 
study through "building systems and codes‖, "building information 
modeling ―courses in the third year. 
Technical design:  The program concerned with study technical 
design courses, which were mentioned previously as courses serve 
design aspect, such as "visual expression and composition" and 
"interior design drawings." 
Furniture design: In fall semester of third year students study 
"Furniture Design and detailing ". 

Cultural Aspect 

The program concerned with studying core curricula and cultural 
courses distributed over the four years. In the first year students 
study ―Mathematics for Arts‖, ―Social Sciences‖, ―University 
Experience‖. In the second year they study ―Introduction to 
Literature,‖ ―culture encounters and historical transformation‖. In the 
third year they study ―Social Sciences‖. In the fourth year they 
study―Middle Eastern Studies (Islamic Studies) ―. 

Historical Aspect 

Students are exposed to the study of history in the first year through 
"History of Art‖, "History of Interior Design‖. In the fall of third year 
they study "History of Interior Design‖ also. 

Technological Aspect 

The program  concerned with technological aspect by studying 
some courses such as "Information Technology and Innovation in 
Today's World" in the first year, and ―Computer Aided Design" in the 
fall and "Digital Design Illustration" in the spring in the third year, 
and "Integrated Computational Design" In the fall and spring 
semesters, which are studied intensively in the fourth year. 

Professional Practice Aspect 

The program focuses on professional practice through studying 
"Professional Business Development" in the third year. "Training" in 
the final year. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Design Aspect 

Interior Design: Students study interior design during the 
four years every semester under several names such as 
"Interior Design Studio 1 Visual Expression and 
Composition", "Interior Design Studio 2 Interior Design 
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9.3.1 Middle States Commission for Higher Education 

Standards 
There are 7 accreditation standards for the Middle States 
Commission for Higher Education Accreditation, (see Table 8). 
 
9.3.2 Accredited programs 
(Interior design programs accredited from MSCHE, CIDA and 
CAA) Programmatic and institutional accreditation  . 
Programmatic and institutional accrediting bodies accredit 
many institutions. In these cases, institutional accreditation 
includes the institution entirely, including programs in it. It is 
called ―general accreditation," for example, the New York 
Institute of Technology in the Emirates NYIT, which is an 
international university that was established in Many Arab and 
foreign countries, such as (Abu Dhabi) United Arab Emirates - 
(Long Island), New York - (New York) New York - (Jonesboro) 
Arkansas - (Vancouver) Canada – China.   It offers many 
degrees in various academic courses, including interior 
design; the MSCHE fully accredits it. The interior design 
program has been accredited by CIDA [35].  It is the first 
American university established in the Emirates and is 

considered a vital member of society because it is an 
international university. In addition to the previous international 
accreditations, all academic programs in NYIT have obtained 
initial accreditation from the Commission for Academic 
Accreditation (CAA) in the UAE of the Ministry of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research. 

 
9.3.3 Curriculum 
The duration of study in this program is four years divided into 
eight semesters , each year is divided into two semesters (fall 
and spring), credit hours system is applied (130 credit hours). 
Through study it was found that the program focuses on 
several aspects (see Table 9): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historical Aspect 

Students are exposed to the study of history in the spring 
semester of the first year through "Design Theory: History 
and Context‖. in the fall semester "Introduction to history, 
theory and criticism in architecture and design"  

Technological Aspect 

The program concerned with technological aspect by 
studying some courses such as "visualization" in the fall 
and spring semesters of the first year."Modeling, 
Presentation and Communication" in the fall and spring of 
the second year. 

Professional Practice Aspect 

The program focuses on professional practice through 
"internship" in the spring semester of the second 
year."Interior design and management business" in final 
year. 

Communication and Writing Skills  Aspect 

In the spring and autumn semesters of the first year 
students study ―Writing I: Foundations of College 
Composition‖, ―Writing II: Foundations of Research 
Writing‖, in the spring semester ―Foundations of Speech 
Communication‖. In the third year they study 
"Communication for Art and Design", in the fall of final 
year they present their "Interior Design Thesis Research". 
 

 
TABLE 8 

MIDDLE STATES COMMISSION FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 

STANDARDS 
 

STANDARD 
NO 

DETAILS 

Standard 1  Mission and Goals 
Standard 2 Governance, Leadership, and Administration 

Standard 3 Support of the Student Experience 

Standard 4 Educational Effectiveness Assessment 

Standard 5 Design and Delivery of the Student Learning 
Experience 

Standard 6 Ethics and Integrity 

Standard 7 Planning, Resources, and Institutional 
Improvement 

TABLE 9 
INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAM CURRICULUM AT THE SCHOOL 

OF DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE IN THE NEW YORK INSTITUTE OF 

TECHNOLOGY NYIT ABU DHABI 
Design Aspect 

Interior Design:  Students study course of interior design under the 
name of "interior environments" during the four years during the 
spring semester of the first academic year, in the spring and autumn 
seasons of the second year, in the spring semester of the third and 
fourth years, in addition to the graduation project in the spring 
semester of the last year. They also study "Design Fundamentals‖ 
in the first year, " Material Discoveries" , "Color in Space" in the fall 
semester of the second year .  in the fall semester in the third year 
they study  "Lighting strategies for interiors",  in the spring semester 
they study ―Marketing and branding for design  Disciplines" , 
"Environmental systems" 

Architectural Design: The program concerned with studying 
architecture through "design structures", "building laws and 
regulations" courses in the second year only. 
Technical design: The program also concerned with studying many 
technical design courses such as "working drawings" in the spring 
semester of the second year. "Drawing or fine arts choice" in the fall 
semester of the third year. 
Furniture design: In the spring semester of the third year students 
study "Furniture Design and Detail Integration".  

Cultural Aspect 

The program concerned with studying core academic and cultural 
courses, whose studies are distributed over the four years. In the 
first year students study "foundations of Inquiry". In the second year 
students study " Introductory Concepts of Mathematics 
―, "Foundations of the Scientific Process". In the third year they 
study "social sciences". In the fourth year the focus is on general 
courses as they study ―BIOL Science ", "Literature", "Philosophy‖, 
"Behavioral Sciences" choice. 
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10 A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE OBJECTIVES, LEARNING OUTCOMES, AND CURRICULA OF THE INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAMS AND THEIR 

RELEVANCE TO THE ACCREDITATION STANDARDS OF THE FOUR UNIVERSITIES 
 

TABLE 10 
COMPARISON BETWEEN THE OBJECTIVES, LEARNING OUTCOMES, AND CURRICULA OF THE INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAMS AND THEIR 

RELEVANCE TO THE ACCREDITATION STANDARDS OF THE FOUR UNIVERSITIES 

Program name 
 

The Interior Design Program 
at the College of Arts and 
Creative Enterprises at 
Zayed University [36]. 

 

Interior Design Program at 
New York University of 
Technology's School of 

Architecture and Design, Abu 
Dhabi [37]. 

The Interior Design Program 
at the College of Fine Arts, 

American University in Dubai 
[38]. 

 

The Interior Design Program, 
Department of Engineering 

and Design, College of 
Engineering, University 

Abu Dhabi [39]. 

Accreditation body NASAD+  MSCHE CIDA+CAA+  MSCHE CIDA CAA 

C
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Learning 
Outcomes 

Ability to express design 
solutions (orally and 

graphically) to an informed 
audience. 

Are able to comprehend and 
interpret external information, 

build a case, deliver a 
compelling presentation 

visually and verbally as well 
as in writing, promotes 

validity and persuasive in 
content and style in 

communication. 

Communicate clearly and 
effectively in oral, writing and 

graphical forms 

Communicate effectively, 
orally, in writing as well as 

graphically. 

 
 
 

Objectives 

serve as an academic center 
for the arts and design by 

tracking the development and 
growth of the cultural identity 

of the country through 
documentation and research 

Achieve proficiency in oral 
and written communication, 
scientific and quantitative 

reasoning 
 
, 

Acquired high oral and 
graphic communication skills. 

 

Demonstrate a systems 
viewpoint, critical thinking, 

effective communication and 
interpersonal skills, a spirit of 
curiosity, and reflection in a 

professional and ethical 
manner. 

 
 
 
 

Courses 

methods to scientific 
research and development - 
Life skills - senior research 
seminar- advanced Arabic 
language skills in art and 

design - English 
compositions - Arabic 

concepts - research methods 
for artists and designers 

Foundations of Speech 
Communication -Writing II: 
Foundations of Research 

Writing - Modeling, 
Rendering, and 
Communication-

Communication for Art and 
Design-Writing I: Foundations 

of College Composition- 
Interior Design Thesis 

Research 

Composition and Rhetoric, 
Advanced Composition and 

Research - Public Speaking -
The University Experience  - 
Senior Thesis: Research & 

Portfolio 
 
 

Communication Skills in 
Arabic- Design 

Communication- Technical 
Communication for Work 
Place- Academic Skills for 

Success- Research Methods 
& Programming. 

 

Notes 
All programs concerned with communication and writing, they are not restricted to study a specific culture but rather emphasize 
their local culture. 

T
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Learning 
Outcomes 

Understand the limitations of 
technology to select the 

appropriate digital media for 
interior design developments, 

and demonstrate an 
integrated approach by 

utilizing multiple technologies 
in their design projects and 

portfolios. 

 
Using advanced digital 
software and media. 

 

Using manual techniques as 
well as digital tools to 

generate, evaluate, develop 
and communicate ideas. 

 
 
 
 

Objectives 

provide technical, informative 
teaching that offers a solid 
foundation of skills from the 

creative art and design 
disciplines 

Achieve scientific and 
quantitative reasoning, critical 

analysis, technological 
competency, and information 

literacy 

learned cutting edge 
techniques by maintaining 

close ties  with current design 
practices  and industries 
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Courses 

Introduction to Information 
Technology- CAD: SketchUp 
Pro- Turbo CAD - Autodesk 
3ds Max- Become an AD 

PRO Member-Archicad23-

Easyhome-Homestyler- 
Infurnia. 

 

 

Visualization 
There are many programs 

that can be studied in 
visualization, such as: 

―SketchUp- Floorplanner- 
SmartDraw- Planner 5D.- 

HomeByMe - Roomstyler 3D 
Home Planner- DFS room 

planner  - Carpetright 
visualiser‖. 

IT and innovation in today’s 
world - Interior Design Studio- 

visual expression and 
composition -  3 D spatial 

design - Interior Design Studio 
III -Computer Aided Design 

(CAD) - Digital Design 
Illustration- integrated 

computational design which 
may deal with:‖ Generative 

Design- Geometric 
rationalization- Form-finding- 
View analysis- Programmatic 
Analysis- Network Analysis- 

GIS- Machine Learning- Solar 
access- Overshadowing- 

Daylight autonomy‖. 

3D Modeling, Building 
Technology, Computer Aided 

Design. 
 

 
Notes 

 

All programs are concerned with the technical design aspect; two and three-dimensional engineering programs are used to 
communicate design ideas. Some programs now use an integrated computational design program that uses advanced digital 
tools to create data-based design solutions. It is not just a tool, but It allows us to see things differently and provides a way to 
create, rationalize, and analyze multiple design options quickly and repeatedly. American University in Dubai's College of Fine 
Arts Interior Design program accredited by CIDA focuses on technology in its curriculum. 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

Define and analyze a given 
design problem, evaluate and 

test potential solutions, 
develop the project through a 
rigorous process, and defend 

the outcome (orally and 
graphically) to an informed 

audience. 

Employ methods of inquiry, 
data collection, and analysis 

to appropriately frame 
design questions and apply 
problem-solving methods 

throughout the design 
process to arrive at a 

comprehensive design 
solution that incorporates 

skills and knowledge 
previously acquired in the 

curriculum. 

Demonstrate the ability to 
produce, analyze and present 

interior design 

Gather, asses and record 
and apply relevant 

information and raise clear 
precise questions, interpret 

information, consider diverse 
points of view, reach well-
reasoned conclusions, and 
test them against relevant 

criteria 

 
 
 

Objectives 

Works on both small 
residential and large 

commercial projects learn 
simple and complex artistic 

touches and lighting 
techniques. 

Formulate evidence-based 
and ethical courses of 

action or conclusions to 
address challenges and 

problems 

 

Demonstrate critical 
reasoning and requisite 

quantitative skills to identify, 
formulate, and resolve 

interior design problems. 

 
 
 
 

Courses 

Furniture design - drawing for 
designers - interior design 

studio - Data management and 
analysis- senior project. 

 

Furniture Design and Detail 
Integration - DWG Working 

Drawings – Drawings- 
Foundations of Inquiry- 
Senior Project in Interior 
Design-Foundations of 

Scientific Process. 

Interior Design Studio II) 
drawing for interior design- 

Interior Design Studio V 
furniture design and detailing - 
Space planning and universal 
design - Interior Design Studio 

IV - Hospitality Design - 
Senior Thesis: Capstone 

Design 

Introduction to Interior 
Design - Furniture Design - 
Working Drawings- Graphic 

Thinking and Freehand 
Drawing -Interior Design 

Studio 

Notes 
 

All programs greatly concerned with the design aspect, which concerned with the study of furniture design, work drawings, and 
interior design, but the Interior Design Program at the College of Fine Arts at the American University in Dubai is furthermore 
concerned with studying a new interior design course called (hospitality design). 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

Exhibit character of supportive, 
flexible, trust, and self- 

reliance in a group setting to 
engage in the development of 

a successful outcome. 

Work in teams and 
recognize the value of 

integrated design practice, 
and prepared to 

maximize their effectiveness 
in leadership roles or 
as contributing team 

members 

 

Demonstrate the role of 
professional development, 

and the need to provide 
leadership in the building 
design and construction 

process. 

 
 
 
 
 

Objectives 

provide exchange between 
local, national, and 

international artists, designers, 
and scholars through 

international conferences, 
exhibitions, and lectures 

Integrate academic and co-
curricular learning to 
explore concepts and 
questions that bridge 

disciplines, professions, and 
cultures 

 
 
 

 

Demonstrate broad 
intellectual training for 

success in multidisciplinary 
professional practice, in 
interior design or diverse 

related careers, and toward 
achieving leadership roles in 

industry, government, and 
academia 

 
Courses 

 
―Marketing and Branding for 

Design Disciplines‖ 
―Textiles for Interiors‖ ―Textiles‖ 
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Notes 
 

 

Cooperation appears in studying some different specializations of other departments, in the Interior Design Program at the 
College of Fine Arts at the American University in Dubai and the Interior Design Program in the Department of Engineering and 
Design at the College of Engineering at Abu Dhabi University, which studies "textiles,‖ this confirms the cooperation between 
departments. As well as the Interior Design Program at the School of Architecture and Design at the University of New York 
Technology Abu Dhabi that deals with the study of ―marketing and trademarks for design majors.‖ There is also an international 
exchange between faculty members, artists, and designers at Zayed University. 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

Exhibit the ability to develop 
interior design assignments in 
the context of design practice 
fundamentals supported by 

internship to test their 
academic knowledge in the 

real practice scenarios. 
facilitate the successful 

employment of graduates in 
art and design 

Understand the principles 
and processes that define 

the profession and the 
value of interior design to 

society 
 
 
 

Produce design that 
demonstrates understanding of 
administrative, financial, legal 

issues as they relate to the 
practice of the profession of 
Interior Design and observe 

ethical standards. 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of the legal 

aspects and ethical issues of 
practice organization and 

management 

 

 
 
 

 

Objectives 
 

Empower students to work 
successfully as leaders in the 

world of art and design, pursue 
postgraduate studies, or 
establish themselves as 
committed artists and 

designers. 
Through practical practice and 
research, students learn how 

to face any problems they 
encounter on the job. 

Gain a coherent 
understanding of the 

knowledge, skills, and 
values of their discipline. 

Develop self-efficacy, 
professionalism, 
creativity, and an 
innovative spirit 

 

Learned cutting edge 
techniques by maintaining close 

ties with current design 
practices and industries. 

Developed the necessary skills 
to be competitive in the global 

marketplace 
 

Display commitment to life-
long learning and 

professional development, 
involvement in professional 
activity and public service, 

and achievement of 
professional licensure 

 

Courses 
 

fundamentals of innovation 
and entrepreneurship - 
professional practice-  

internship 

Interior Design Business 
and Management-

Internship 

Professional Business 
Development - Internship 

Fundamentals of Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship 

 
Notes 

 

All programs are concerned with professional practice aspects; all universities are interested in training except the Interior Design 
Program in the Department of Engineering and Design at the College of Engineering at Abu Dhabi University, accredited by CAA. 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

Comprehend and employ 
historical cases and 

theoretical analysis as 
platform to initiate research 
design development in the 

context of human habitation 
in interior spaces. 

Apply knowledge of history 
and theory of interiors, 

architecture, decorative arts, 
and art when solving design 

problems 

Discuss architectural 
conceptual design, history and 

theory by relating styles, 
movements and Philosophies 

to interior design; 

 

 
 

Objectives 

Have experience in the 
history associated with 

design. 
  

Demonstrate knowledge of 
the historical context, the 

state-of-the-art, and 
emerging issues in the field 
of interior design and its role 

in contemporary society. 

 
Courses 

 

introduction to art history- 
arts of the modern world-art 

history 

History of Interiors - 
Introduction to History-Theory 
and Criticism in Architecture 
and Design- Design Theory: 

History and Context. 

History of Art - History of 
Interior Design - culture 

encounters and historical 
transformation. 

Architectural History -History 
of Interior Design 

 

Notes 
 

Neither history of interior 
design, nor history of 

architecture is studied. 

Art history is not studied, but 
emphasis is placed on history 

of interior design and 
architecture study. 

History of architecture is not 
studied, but history of art and 

history of interior design is 
studied. 

History of art is not studied, 
but history of interior design 
and architecture is studied. 

D
e
s
ig

n
 E

le
m

e
n
ts

 a
n
d
 P

rin
c
ip

le
s

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 

Demonstrate the proper 
design skills to formulate 
complex spatial problems 

and provide responsive and 
innovative solutions, 

 

Gain coherent knowledge of 
design elements, principles 

and use them in shaping 
space and form in support of 

design concepts and 
solutions 

 
 
 

Demonstrate an integrated 
method in designing interiors 

and space planning; 
 

Prepare a comprehensive 
program for an interior 

design project, including 
assessment of client and 

user needs, critical review of 
appropriate precedents, an 

inventory of space 
requirements, an analysis of 
site conditions, a review of 
relevant codes, laws and 

standards, and a definition of 
design assessment criteria; 

Objectives     

Courses 
principles of design - art 

foundations- basic design 
Design Fundamentals comprehensive design  Design Foundations 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SCIENTIFIC & TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH VOLUME 10, ISSUE 01, JANUARY 2021       ISSN 2277-8616 

276 
IJSTR©2021 
www.ijstr.org 

 
Notes 

 

All programs concerned with design elements and principles study. Interior design program at the College of Fine Arts at the 
American University in Dubai deals with the study of comprehensive design. Interior design program at the College of Arts and 

Creative Projects at Zayed University deals with principles of art & design .. 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

Demonstrate the proper 
design skills to formulate 
complex spatial problems 

and provide responsive and 
innovative solutions, while 

considering the social, 
behavioral, technical, and 

physical constraints. 
 

Have a global view and are 
able to consider social, 
cultural economic, and 

ecological contexts in all 
aspects of their work 

 

Design interiors that 
acknowledge and integrate the 

human, socio-cultural and 
economic aspects at the local, 

regional and global levels; 
 

Resolve the needs of the 
client, owner and user taking 

into consideration the 
relationship between human 

behavior and the physical 
environment and the diverse 

needs, values, norms, 
abilities, and socioeconomic 

patterns that characterize 
different locations, cultures 

and individuals 

 
 
 

Objectives 

Promote student and alumni 
work in appropriate 
professional venues 

throughout the UAE and the 
international community. 

Engage with, respond to, 
and reflect on political, 

social, environmental and 
economic challenges at 

local, national, and global 
levels 

Developed high ethical values 
vis-à-vis the profession, cultural 

diversity, and environmental 
considerations; 

create designs that reflect 
economic, environmental, 

and social sensitivities; 

 
 
 
 

Courses 

Islamic civilization-emirates 
studies. 

Philosophy-Literature - 
Social Science 

Social Sciences, Middle 
Eastern Studies (Islamic 
studies)-Introduction to 
Literature- culture and 

innovation in the globalization 
world-culture encounters and 

historical transformation. 

UAE and GCC Society - 
Islamic Culture 

 
Notes 

 

It is clear that accreditation process has not been affected by cultural differences, this is evidenced by‖ Islamic civilization and 
culture‖, ―Emirati studies, Middle East‖ courses. Interior Design Program at the College of Fine Arts at the American University in 
Dubai focuses on studying materials related to the cultural aspect more than another programs. 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Have the ability to complete 
design solution that integrate 

furnishings, products, 
material and finishes 

 
 
 

 

Effectively apply technical 
skills in the areas of building 

materials, technologies, 
interior detailing, lighting, 

textiles and building codes to 
design aesthetically appealing 

and environmentally 
responsive interiors. 

Select and apply 
construction materials, 
products, components, 
furniture and building 
assemblies to prepare 

technically precise drawings, 
outline specifications and 
estimates of construction 

costs and lifecycle cost for a 
proposed design 

Objectives     

Courses 
interior design materials and 

construction 
Material Discoveries Resources and Materials Materials and Specifications 

Notes All programs concerned with ―Materials‖ study in one semester only 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Identify, analyze, and apply 
information from a variety of 
stakeholders and sources to 

develop a successful 
response to user needs and 

to promote health and 
wellbeing 

Design interiors that 
acknowledge and integrate 

the human, socio-cultural and 
economic aspects at the local, 

regional and global levels; 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Objectives 
 

Have experience in the 
fundamentals of art and 
design, design theories, 

green design, and human 
behavior; and the history 
associated with design. 

  

Courses 
happiness, positivity and 

wellbeing 
 

smart design -Interior Design 
Studio VI - integrated 
computational design 

Notes 
 

All programs concerned with ―human-centered design‖ except for the Interior Design Program in the Department of Engineering 
and Design at the College of Engineering at Abu Dhabi University which is accredited nationally by CAA 
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Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Apply law, codes, standards, 
and guidelines that impact 

human experience of interior 
spaces 

 
 

Produce design that 
demonstrates understanding 
of administrative, financial, 

legal issues as they relate to 
the practice of the profession 
of Interior Design and observe 

ethical standards. 
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Objectives 

 
Developed the necessary 

skills to be competitive in the 
global marketplace; 

 

Courses 
Building Codes and 

Regulations- Behavioral 
Science 

 
Professional Practice & 

Ethics 

Notes 
 

All programs concerned with ―regulations and guidelines‖ except for the Interior Design Program at Zayed University's College of 
Arts and Creative Projects which is internationally accredited by NASAD 

L
ig

h
t a

n
d
 C

o
lo

r
 

 
 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Apply the principles and 
theories of light and color 
effectively in relation to 

environmental impact and 
human wellbeing 

 
 
 

Effectively apply technical skills 
in the areas of building 

materials, technologies, interior 
detailing, lighting, textiles and 

building codes to design 
aesthetically appealing and 
environmentally responsive 

interiors. 

Produce a comprehensive 
interior design project 

solution that includes the 
development of programmed 

spacing while integrating 
lighting, color schemes, 

furniture, life-safety 
provisions and the principles 

of sustainability; 

Objectives     

Courses color and light design 
Color in Space-Lighting 
Strategies for Interiors 

integrated computational design 
- integrated computational 

design 

Color Theory in Design 
Applications- Env. Design I: 

Lighting & Acoustics 

Notes 
 

All programs concerned with color and light study, it is certain that in the interior design program at the College of Fine Arts at the 
American University in Dubai color was studied through an ―integrated computational design‖ and some design courses. 

C
o
n
s
tru

c
tio

n
 

 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Understand interior 
construction and its 

interrelationship with based 
building construction 

and systems 
 

Effectively apply technical skills 
in the areas of building 

materials, technologies, interior 
detailing, lighting, textiles and 

building codes to design 
aesthetically appealing and 
environmentally responsive 

interiors. 

Assess, select and 
conceptually integrate 

different building 
environmental, electro-

mechanical and structural 
systems into interior design 

 
Objectives 

Gain the conceptual 
knowledge of designing 

interior architectural spaces. 
   

 
Courses 

interior design materials and 
construction 

Design Structures - Building 
Codes and Regulations 

 

Building Information Modeling  - 
Building Systems & Codes - 

integrated computational design 

Interior Construction 

Notes 
All programs concerned with building studies, but Interior Design program at the College of Fine Arts at the American University 
in Dubai which is accredited by CIDA has concerned with building intensely. 

E
n
v
iro

n
m

e
n
ta

l S
y
s
te

m
s
 a

n
d
 

C
o
m

fo
rt

 

 
 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 

 

Use the principles of 
acoustics, thermal 

comfort, and indoor air 
quality in relation to 

environmental impact and 
human wellbeing 

 
 

Effectively apply technical skills 
in the areas of building 

materials, technologies, interior 
detailing, lighting, textiles and 

building codes to design 
aesthetically appealing and 
environmentally responsive 

interiors. 

 

Objectives     

Courses 

environmental control system - 
living science: health and 

environment 

BIOL Science -Interior 
Environments 

smart design -Interior Design 
Studio VI- integrated 
computational design 

Env. Design II: Energy and 
Systems - Env. Design I: 

Lighting & Acoustics 

Notes All programs concerned with the environmental aspect study with the aim of achieving comfort in the place. 

credit hours 120 130 124 132 

 
In (table 10), a comparison was made between the four interior 
design programs approved by different national and 
international accreditation bodies in terms of several factors,  
these factors are common standards that are often agreed 
upon to evaluate the quality of interior design programs that 
are used by CIDA in  interior design programs accreditation, 
which is the only council specialized in accrediting interior 
design programs (located in America). programs quality 
evaluation process relied on CIDA accreditation standards 
because it is a programmatic accreditation which is more 
specialized than institutional accreditation and deals with 
studying program more precisely, meaning that all  focus is on 
the program which achieves more quality for the program, 

unlike institutional accreditation that deals with the institution 
entirely to improve its quality. For example,  Interior Design 
Program in the Department of Engineering and Design at the 
College of Engineering at the University of Abu Dhabi, which is 
accredited by CAA Commission for Academic Accreditation 
and located in the United Arab Emirates (a national 
accreditation body), It is found through outputs, objectives and 
courses study  that it achieved most of CIDA standards except  
―Human-Centered Design‖, "which is concerned with designs 
that achieve comfort, well-being and safety for humans in the 
place, this is a very important element and has been achieved 
in the other three universities which accredited by international 
bodies. "Interior design program at the College of Arts and 
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Creative Projects at Zayed University" which is accredited by 
NASAD (international Accreditation Body) most of its 
standards have been achieved, including ―Human-Centered 
Design‖ but the " Regulations and Guidelines " standard does 
not achieve, this standard has been fulfilled in the other two 
universities accredited by CIDA and CAA accredited university 
also.  Interior design program at the College of Fine Arts at the 
American University in Dubai, which has been accredited by 
CIDA only, has of course met all the criteria.  It was also 
noticed that the concentration of courses differed from one 
program to another, Interior Design Program at the College of 
Fine Arts at the American University in Dubai (CIDA) focuses 
on building, technology and cultural courses more than other 
universities. As for the of the "graduate attitude" , it is noted in 
the "Global Context ―standard (see table 10) that an interior 
design graduates in the four universities have the ability to 
solve design-related problems while taking into account the 
social, cultural, economic and environmental conditions in all 
aspects of their work, as  in the Interior Design Program 
Department of Engineering and Design College of Engineering 
Abu Dhabi University which is accredited by CAA (a national 
accreditation body) the students study the ―UAE society‖ ,‖ 
countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council ―(which are 
supportive of the culture of their country), also in interior 
design program at the College of Fine Arts at the American 
University in Dubai and accredited by CIDA (an international 
accreditation body) students study ―social sciences‖ , ―Middle 
Eastern studies (Islamic studies)‖ , ―Literature‖, ―culture and 
innovation in the world of globalization‖, ―cultural differences 
and historical transformation‖; This means that despite its 
accreditation by an American accreditation body, this American 
body did not impose on the institution to study its American 
culture, even though the American University in Dubai is a 
branch of the American University in the United States of 
America ... Likewise, for the interior design program at the 
College of Arts and Creative Projects at Zayed University 
which is accredited by NASAD (an American international 
accreditation body), students study ―Islamic civilization‖ and ― 
Emirates studies‖.  As for communication standard , it is noted 
that in Interior Design Program at the College of Arts and 
Creative Projects at Zayed University which is  accredited by 
NASAD that students study‖ advanced Arabic language skills 
in art and design‖ as well as ―Arabic concepts‖, meaning that 
accreditation standards respect diversity and different values 
within society, The result is that "there is no clear difference 
between interior design graduates (future designers) as a 
result of adherence to the standards of program accreditation 
from different bodies around the world which have different 
thoughts, and there is no clear impact on the designer's 
attitude in local environments . 

 
11 RESEARCH RESULTS 
 The United Arab Emirates has established national 

agencies to accredit higher education programs and 
developed key standards as a frame of reference for 
national qualifications to develop a knowledge economy 
and increase international competitiveness while 
improving the quality and standards of education, 
improving the confidence of workers in higher education, 
and facilitating student mobility between universities. 

 Since accreditation signifies meeting threshold standards 
concerning the development of student competencies, 
and since the standards are written to encourage diversity 

among institutional approaches, meeting the standards 
does not signify equality or equivalence with all others that 
meet them. Accreditation status does signify the fulfillment 
of educational, organizational, and ethical responsibilities 
defined in common. It denotes achievement in the 
development of competencies necessary to work in 
various aspects of the arts professions. It does signify a 
willingness to join with other institutions in a mutual effort 
to develop and meet threshold standards. But beyond 
these commonalities, great differences play themselves 
out in every aspect of education, resulting in a positive 
demonstration of diversity and creativity. Missions, goals, 
and objectives differ. Faculties and resources differ. 
Results differ, sometimes by field of specialization. 
Different institutions accomplish different things for 
different people. They serve different roles across the 
range of necessities for the conduct of the various arts 
disciplines. They reflect great geographical, historical, and 
cultural differences. Accreditation thus identifies a certain 
level of commonality within a community, but it does not 
indicate sameness. 

 There is a difference between standards in terms of 
approaches. There are certainly different approaches and 
methods of governance, different definitions of peer 
review, different positions about the mission, goals, 
objectives, and organizational cultures. This diversity is 
sound and reasonable; Its existence leads to the 
inevitable conclusion that not all accreditation bodies are 
the same. This fact leads to another fact: it is 
inappropriate and unfair to suggest that the approach or 
method followed by one of the accreditation bodies is 
being followed by all, or that failures in specific cases 
indicate a general failure in all agencies the accreditation 
system entirely. 

 Arts accreditation agencies are generally among the 
strongest supporters of independence of institutional 
freedom. They encourage and protect independent 
thought and work since creativity is essential in the arts 
disciplines, so it is natural for artistic accreditors to respect 
independence. Without independence, there is no 
diversity, and without diversity, there is no creativity. 

 There is a great deal of similarity between the different 
accreditation standards in that most follow similar 
processes such as self-assessment reports and peer 
review visits. Although they are categorized or grouped 
differently, they share many dimensions of quality such as 
students, programs, resources, facilities, academic staff, 
quality assurance, and improvement, and this similarity 
indicates a general agreement on what constitutes the 
quality of an educational program, or at least agreement 
on the components that are It should be checked to 
evaluate the program's quality. 

 Accreditation standards respect the diversity and different 
values within the community. They represent a framework 
for decision-making and lay down baselines, not the 
absolute. They do not prefer specific methodologies or 
topics and considers these aspects to be local 
responsibilities [40]. 

 Curricula differ from an interior design program to another 
and from a university to another. However, those 
accreditation bodies are the same, such as ―Interior 
Design Program at the School of Architecture and Design 
at New York University of Technology Abu Dhabi ―& 
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―Interior Design Program at the College of Fine Arts at the 
American University in Dubai, ―which are accredited by 
CIDA, standards provide a common set of knowledge and 
skills. Looking at the program’s learning objectives and 
outcomes (see table 10), it is noticed that they are 
somewhat similar‖ not course requirements.‖ Accreditor 
encourages local solutions for curriculum planning and 
implementation. 

 Accreditation encourages innovation, experimentation, 
and creativity. Innovation and experimentation are 
fundamental to interior design. Arts accreditation societies 
have developed standards and procedural frameworks 
that encourage and embrace innovation. The associations' 
responsibility is to ensure that innovation and 
experimentation are introduced into the programs 
effectively, that students' competencies are built, properly 
supported, and have internal and external integrity. 
Fulfilling this responsibility does not discourage innovation 
and experimentation but rather guarantees their long-term 
health, growth, service, and productivity. 

 Accreditation reviews focus on developing knowledge and 
competence by focusing on results in light of the 
institutional and programmatic missions, goals, objectives, 
and contexts, and comprehensively dealing with 
relationships between objectives, aspirations, approaches, 
processes, resources, and outcomes. The techniques, 
methods, and resources are considered mainly in light of 
the results achieved, and the functions accomplished 
rather than the other way around. Review standards and 
procedures help provide experimentation, encourage 
innovation, and promote development [40]. 

 Accreditation encourages students to work in and across 
various disciplines as they have experience in producing 
design solutions in the creative, entertainment, analytical 
and cultural aspects that use the intellectual technologies 
of the arts, humanities, and social sciences. 
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