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Abstract: Bilingualism has emerged in our world today and became one of the most important and debatable contemporary linguistic issues in 
education. Thus this paper shed light on bilingualism. It described illustrated, evaluated and attempted to discuss bilingualism from different 
perspectives: its definition, its status quo in education in Jordan and its two major types , its advantages and disadvantages and finally some factors that 
affect being bilingual.  
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Introduction 

In this rapidly growing world, learning a language in addition 
to your native language has become a necessity. 
Globalization has triggered this international trend toward 
learning languages to enhance collaborative efforts among 
nations because languages represent the links that connect 
those nations together (Najeeb, 2013). Many learners tend 
to learn a second language such as Arabic, Chinese, 
Japanese, or Spanish; however, most of those learners 
tend to make English their second language priority for 
several reasons and motivations. A press release published 
by British Council back in 1995 indicated that more than 
1,400 million people live in countries where English is used 
for official purposes (British Council, 1995). English is 
largely used in internet; most of internet websites are in 
English or their contents are available in English in addition 
to the original language (Internet World Statistics, 2011). In 
addition, English is the language of books, academic 
conferences, diplomacy, business, and technology. 
Moreover, English has become one of the major global 
languages in the world today, and it is a lingua franca 
because speakers of different languages use English as a 
medium of communication among themselves (Joshi, 
2013); Therefore bilingualism has emerged in our world 
today and became one of the most important and debatable 
contemporary linguistic issues in education. Thus this paper 
has shed light on bilingualism It described, illustrated, 
evaluated and attempted to discuss bilingualism from 
different perspectives: its definition, its status quo in 
education in Jordan , its advantages and disadvantages 
and finally some factors that affect being bilingual. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Defining Bilingualism  
According to Verplaetes and Schmitt bilingualism is 
someone's ability to use two languages for communication 
(2010). On the other hand, Wei (2006) defined bilingualism 
as a result of continuous linguistic exposure and contact 
among people. In order to clarify the concept of 
bilingualism, the concept "bilingual" needs to be defined. A 
bilingual is a person who possesses competency in two 
languages and can use them competently. In my opinion 
which is based on the several definitions I have read, 
bilingualism can be best defined as the use of two 
languages by an individual competently, fluently, and 
proficiently where the speaker can switch from one 
language to another smoothly and easily and be able to 
express his/ her ideas correctly and precisely. 
 

2. The status quo of Bilingualism in Education in 
Jordan  

Bilingual education is a controversial issue in the field of 
education these days. Bilingual education is that form of 
education where two languages are used in instruction 
(Garcia, 1996). Some types of bilingual education adopts 
additive bilingualism where students attend classes with 
their native languages and a second language is added. 
Two languages are used in the same class when the 
speakers see its necessary to explain, discuss and 
illustrate, they switch from one to another. However, in 
subtractive bilingualism students are instructed in both their 
native and second language but ultimately their learning of 
the native language stops and the focus is shifted to the 
second language. Mainly, most educational systems adopt 
additive bilingualism (Lambert, 1980). For example, 
Jordanian universities adopt additive bilingualism where 
students are instructed in two languages; i.e., English and 
Arabic according to their specializations. It is known that in 
Jordan, students speak Arabic as their mother-tongue 
language, and they are instructed in English to help them 
acquire this important language. Therefore, Arabic is being 
fostered and English is being added. In my view, additive 
bilingualism seems to be the best option to be adopted in 
the field of education since it maintains students' native 
languages and adds extra languages to them. 
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Figure 1 summarizes the main two forms of bilingualism. 

 
 

3. Advantages of Bilingualism 
There are several advantages of bilingualism. First of all, 
bilingual people are expected to have communicative 
abilities that help them have better and more effective 
communication skills with their surroundings (Wei, 2006). 
Also, learning a second language enhances cultural 
understanding because bilingual education exposes 
students to other cultures and that makes them familiar with 
those cultures; therefore, when a person is exposed to a 
new culture, he/she will not have cultural shock if they travel 
aboard (Yamamoto, 2001). Moreover, being bilingual 
increases someone's self-esteem and self-confidence 
because being familiar with more than one language helps 
people easily adapt to different language environments and 
helps them avoid being embarrassed because of being 
unable to communicate in certain situation (Cordova et al’s 
2010). In addition, bilingual people have more economic 
advantages because they have more chances to get better 
jobs as international economy becomes wider and borders 
fall, people need to communicate; therefore, bilingual 
people will definitely be the best option for employers since 
their language skills will facilitate work and bridge gaps of 
communication (Wei, 2006). Therefore, people who 
possess more than one language have a wide range of job 
options especially in this increasingly globalized world. 
Socio-cognitively speaking, bilingual people can achieve 
higher scores than monolinguals on a number of cognitive 
ability tests because bilingualism requires continuous 
switching from one language to another, and that increases 
their cognitive abilities (Elena, 2006). Finally, bilingual 
people can develop emotionally better than monolingual 
ones because bilingualism enables learners to make new 

friendships and communicate with those around them 
especially if they live in a foreign society (Huitt, 2008). It is 
clear how important bilingualism is and to what extent being 
bilingual can impact someone's life whether socially, 
emotionally, cognitively, or even financially. 
 

4. Disadvantages of Bilingualism  
As being bilingual has several advantages, it does have 
some disadvantages. First of all, bilingual people who are 
born in a bilingual environment usually start to speak 3-6 
months later comparing to their monolingual counterparts. 
The second disadvantage is the temporary mix of 
languages especially that bilingual people at early ages will 
have shortage in their vocabulary inventory, so they will be 
resorting to their two available languages whenever they 
cannot express a certain idea, and this may have an impact 
on their abilities to have effective communication with 
others. Another disadvantage is the extra academic burden 
bilingualism adds on their shoulders, and that requires 
students to read and write in another language (Rehman, 
2010). Based on personal experiences, there are other 
disadvantages. Bilingual people usually distract others with 
whom they speak especially those who are not familiar with 
one of the two languages because they keep code-
switching which occurs when a speaker alternates between 
two or more languages in the context of a single 
conversation, this may lead to listeners' distraction. This 
habit that many people practice is socially criticized.  
 
Table 1 summarizes the advantages and disadvantages of 

bilingualism. 
 

Advantages Disadvantages  

 Good communicative abilities 

 Promoting cultural understanding 

 Self-esteem and self-confidence 

 Economic advantages 

 Social and cognitive development 

 Social and emotional development  

- Late speech 
- Stuttering  
- Extra academic burden 
- Mix languages  
- Code-switching  
- Listener distraction  

 

6. Factors Affecting Being a Bilingual 
As it is explained in the previous section, bilingualism puts 
an extra academic burden on the learners. But to be a 
bilingual is one of the most ambition that everyone hopes to 
have . Therefore and to the best of the author this section 
shows some of the factors that affecting being a bilingual. 
First of all is the age of the learner. It is well – known that as 
much as the learner is less in age as s/he in language 
acquisition and learning will be. It is very essential to start 
earlier in learning a language. Secondly, socio-economic 
level of the learners helps in being a bilingual. We all know 
that there are differences between people according to their 
socio-economic status. Mezher in his study finds that with 
respect of the family monthly income, the learners are 
classified into three categories: a-low income learners, b- 
medium income learners and c- high income learners 
(Mezher, 1980). So according to this study, a low income 
learners cannot offer good facilities and more teaching's 
aids in their lives that help in learning new languages. 
Thirdly, language environment is also another factor that 
enhances the previous factor. Bates in her book, From First 
Words to Grammar, explains the role of the society, its 
environment and its socio-economic status of the learners 
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on their learning a second language. Fourthly, motivations 
nowadays urge most learners to have a second language 
especially English in spite of all the previous factors. For 
example, the government of Jordan made a great effort to 
change the curricula in Jordan giving English more interest. 
Moreover, the personality of the learners and their teachers 
affect a lot in being a bilingual and learning a new 
language; so if the learners are ambitious in learning new 
languages and find good teacher who teaches and 
encourages them, the learners will find it easy to learn new 
languages. Finally, the importance of learning new 
languages especially English is the sixth factor. English 
nowadays  is an international language and as explained 
earlier It has gained much importance in Jordan.  
 

5. Conclusion  
As any other controversial linguistic phenomenon, 
bilingualism has been the focus of many researches in the 
linguistic field in the last few decades. Bilingualism is 
basically defined as the existence of two languages in 
someone's mind and the ability of that person to use them 
competently. The application of bilingualism takes two 
different forms: additive bilingualism and subtractive 
bilingualism (for more details, see figure 1). The research 
has proven several advantages of bilingualism: good 
communicative abilities, promoting cultural understanding, 
self-esteem and self-confidence, economic advantages, 
socio-cognitive development, and socio-emotional 
development. On the other hand, there are some 
disadvantages of bilingualism: late speech, stuttering, extra 
academic burden, mix languages, and code-switching. To 
conclude, bilingualism is important nowadays to facilitate 
communication among people, but what ways can be used 
to achieve a balanced bilingualism. A good way to achieve 
that is teaching both English and Arabic while taking into 
consideration instructing the two languages equally to 
accomplish communicative competence in both of them. 
More researches must be conducted to investigate this 
issue and discover its effects on future generations. Finally, 
based on my personal experiences and the experiences of 
some people whom I met, bilingualism has so many 
advantages since it makes a person's life easier and 
provides him / her with more opportunities.  
 

References  
[1]. ADEC Website British Council, Press Release, 

1995 Cordova C., Gonzalez M., and Martinez G. 
(2010) Advantages And Disadvantages that Kids 
Have at the Time They Are Learning English as a 
Foreign Language to Become Bilingual, University 
of El Salvador  

 
[2]. Elena Nicoladis (2006) Encyclopedia on Early 

Childhood Development, Montreal, Quebec: centre 
of excellent for Early child of development. 

 
[3]. Garcia E (1996). Early childhood bilingualism. 

Albuquerque:University of New Mexico Press. 

 
[4]. Huitt, W. (2008). Socioemotional development. 

Educational Psychology Interactive. Valdosta, GA: 
Valdosta State University. 

 

[5]. Internet World Statistics, website (2011 ) 
 

[6]. Joshi D., (2013). International Journal of Technical 
& Non-Technical Research, Vol. 4, Importance of 
English Language For Students 

 
[7]. Lambert, W. (1980). Language, Psychology and 

Culture. Stanford Stanford University Press 
 

[8]. Li Wei ,(2000) The Bilingualism Reader. 
Routledge; 1

st
 Galahad Books edition. 

 
[9]. Masayo Yamamoto, (2001) Language Use in 

Interlingual Families: a Japanese-English 
sociolinguistic study, Multilingual Matters. 

 
[10]. Najeeb S, (2013 )The Business of Teaching 

English as a Second Language: A Libyan Case 
Study, Jubail College  

 
[11]. Rehman, Silke (2010) Make Your Child 

Multilingual!: The 10 Step Success Plan to Raising 
Bilingual / Multilingual Children, Booksurge Llc. 

 
[12]. Verplaets, Schmitt (2010) Bilingualism and 

Leaning, Southern Connecticut University 
 

[13]. Wei Feng (2006) Bilingual education Multilingual 
Matters 


