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Abstract:- With the emergence of internet use during the last two decades, the number of websites provides indecent content that negatively affects 
children. The reading and watching of these indecent contents facilitate the evil-minded people target innocent children and harass them. The excessive 
use of the Internet harms children and has negative impacts on them. The reason is that a large number of teenagers spent most of their time watching 
indecent content, like vulgar videos and images, etc. The government of Asian countries (Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, the Philippines, and Afghanistan) 
introduced several legislative policies to control such acts. This paper mainly focuses on abusiveness among persons of various ages (child, youngster, 
and other) and minor sex. The primary aim of this research is to highlight child abuse in Pakistan and discuss factors causing distinct heinous crimes 
paths vis-à-vis other Asian-Countries. However, the causing factor is also nearly similar for Asian countries. The paper explains the gender-based crime 
rate among different countries, different legislative frameworks, and punishments taken by various Asian countries' governments for awareness of the 
layman. A comparative analysis of Pakistan with other Asian countries regarding child abuse, indecent contents available on web pages of the Internet, 
and legislative framework has been discussed in this paper. 
 
Index Terms:- Indecent contents, Child abuse, legislative framework, Internet enslavement.   

———————————————————— 

 

1 Introduction 

The crime is non-preventable and increases rapidly in child 
abuse. Children's sex is a social problem that badly affects the 
victim's families and communities. The abused children face 
various types of issues and problems. These may be mental 
disorders, low self-esteem, high anger, aggression, and 
anxiety.  Multiple reasons such as child-labor, poverty, low-
paid jobs, odd jobs, and illiteracy cause heinous acts among 
children.   The demand for child labor is also increased in 
Nepal and India. In this way, most children are involved in the 
sex trade, and their senior staff can exploit and sexually 
harass them.  The evil-minded people used the children as the 
poverty rate is increasing. These types of factors lead the child 
abusiveness. Children and youth spend most of the time on 
the Internet watching indecent content and vulgar activities. 
Devices like mobile and tablets severely affected them. These 
actives become a part of child abuse, a heinous and shameful 
act. According to the definition, "Child abuse‖ usually refers to 
images or films and, in some cases, writings depicting sexually 
explicit activities involving a child [1]. M. Milijic, (2019), [2] 
describes the increasing trend, usage of smartphones, and 
statistics worldwide, which is comparable with Asian countries. 
According to recent research conducted in 2020, 56% of 
children have a cell phone at the age of 12, whereas it is more 
interesting that 21% of children use smartphones at the age of 
eight or younger [2]. It is assessed that a million kids have cell 
phones in India. The percentage recorded in 2019 of mobile-
addicted children was 73%, whereas 70% of them are 
between 7-10 and 76% from 11-14years in India [3-4].  
In Indonesia, generally, 60% of youngsters get to the Web 
through cell phones [5]. However, this percentage has 

increased in recent years. The new percentage is 66% of the 
youngster using Smartphones in Indonesia, out of which, the 
amount of males and female is are45% and 39% respectively.  
[6]. In the Philippines, around 79 million internet clients using 
social media are 13 years old, and 72% Philippines population 
access via mobile [7], which highly increases from the 
previous record of 44 million kids matured at 17 years and 
underneath [8]. The ratio between boys and girls of mobile 
users is 52% and 57% in the Philippines [9], and in Thailand, 
58% of children having age 6–14 years are utilizing the 
Internet [10]. An investigation directed by the China National 
Youth Palace Association in 2014 and out of 18 urban 
communities found that 72% of youngsters matured at 10 
years. The under 10 year‘s old youngsters in China possess a 
cell phone, and 30% of kids under 6 years have utilized a 
tablet. Thus this amount increases highly, and a recent 
research report shows that 97 percent of kids use the mobile 
phone, while 90 percent of the parents provide the mobile to 
their children [11-12]. Likewise, in Pakistan, 48% of youngsters 
own a mobile phone [13]. It is noticed that age 10 is the 
defining moment when kids utilize the Internet for web-based 
gaming, amusement, correspondence, learning, and self-
articulation. The children at the age of 13 are not only online 
substance consumers but also creators [14]. Sex 
entertainment and obscene symbolism have become 
unavoidable, effectively accessible, and the majority, where 
everybody has free access to it through versatile web 
innovation. In such a situation, the advanced nations have 
revised their legislation or build up a substitute innovation or 
an instrument to boycott child indecent content. The Internet is 
giving phenomenal chances to kids and training for social 
advancement. For example, for kids with inabilities, the 
Internet offers significant apparatuses for getting to 
administrations and substances that they cannot access in the 
physical world.  The Internet empowers them to build up 
aggregate personality and beaten types of separation and 
avoidance. The Internet is available on portable devices with 
location traceability and security of youngsters. Besides this, 
nowadays, most children and youth are negatively affected by 
using the Internet and harming society.  The other reasons for 
increasing heinous crime exists like child labor, illiteracy rate, 
and lack of child abuse policies. This paper mainly deals with 
three groups (child, youngster, and other), but the primary 
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focus is on minor sex. The minor is defined as "The sex in 
which adult or older misuses the child for sexual stimulation" 
[15]. The causes of child abusiveness, along with legislative 
acts, are also discussed in this paper. These loopholes are 
helpful for the awareness and mitigating the child abusage. 
 

2. METHODOLOGY 

A review approach is adopted for the in-depth study of child 
phonographs based upon the online resources. These 
resources are related to child abuse in Asia related to the 
investigations, tools for face detection, and other limitations. 
The other resources, such as research papers, reports, and 
reviews articles, are used. The study's prime focus is to 
provide a current child phonography scenario in Asia and its 
countermeasures to eradicate this heinous act. 
 

3 LITERATURE REVIEW 

Moser et al. [15b] discussed the automatic mechanisms for 
investigating indecent content like vulgar pictures and 
achieved an accuracy of 84%. It was a complicated and high 
time-consuming process for the user to extract all of such data 
manually, so the researcher provided an overview of 
mechanisms and tools like face detection [16-17] and shape 
detection[18] challenges and limitations. Another face 
detection technique is discussed in this paper, which is known 
as DeepFace [19]. Raharjo [20] provided the mechanism for 
detecting and discussing how to prevent users from watching 
indecent content online. According to Nizami et al. [21], 
children are innocent creatures sexually harassed through the 
Internet. He also described the risk factor as well as the 
precautionary legal measure adopted in Pakistan. Sae-Bae et 
al. [22] described the mechanism for detecting indecent 
content in a robust manner that may be used rich color and 
skin filter for improvement in child face identification. This 
mechanism provides 80% to 90% accuracy on semi-naked 
images of adults. Jalal Uddin [23] described the risk factor and 
vulnerability of child abusiveness and strength and flaws in 
legislative rules. De Silva [24] described that abusive child 
abuse is the oldest term and has a history of about 2500 years 
old. He elaborated on different types like Physical-Abuse, 
Sexual-Abuse, Child-labor, and Street Children that cause or a 
part of a heinous crime like the abusive use of a child in Sri 
Lanka. In physical-abuse, 1226, school children were found in 
corporal punishment for-sake education and discipline that 
affected their psychology. The study also predicts corporal 
punishment that non-parent child violence affects children's 
psychology. The other type is homo-sex, which is rapidly 
increasing among young boys molested by teachers, sports 
coaches, and older boys. They are doing this by giving 
justification that "boys do not get pregnant, and it does not 
affect their virginity" [25]. In Asian countries like Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, young boys below the age of adolescents and 
women of the lower cast are also sexually assaulted by rich 
men. The researcher also administrated the questionnaire to 
899 undergraduate students. Also, the same questions were 
asked to 818 students who had heard about child abuse. The 
result shows 18% of boys and 4.5% of girls are abused in 
childhood. The finding also predicts that 71% of males abused 
since childhood. Furthermore, the foreign tourists demand the 
young child for this type of heinous act. Street children and 
child labor are also involved in this act due to the availability of 
work and food for the children to be abused, thus fulfilling their 
desires, children are ready to abuse themselves. In the end, 

the researcher described the actions taken by the government 
of Sri Lanka against Child abusive that include the mandatory 
jail punishment for the culprits and appointed a task force for 
the protection of children, and introduced National Child 
Protection Authority (NCPA) for the protection of the children 
rights and also revised the policy of the government regarding 
child protection. 
 

4 ABUSIVENESS IN PAKISTAN PERSPECTIVE 

In Pakistan, these heinous crimes are now increasing with the 
increase in population and illiteracy rates. According to the 
survey conducted in 2017, an all-out 3445 child misuse cases 
were accounted for in papers from every one of the four 
regions, Islamabad Capital Territory, Gilgit Baltistan (GB), 
Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), and Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir (AJK). The information uncovers that more than 
nine kids were abused in the year 2017. The real offense 
classes of the clear cases are kidnapping 1039, missing kids 
517, assault 467, homosexuality 366, assault 206, posse 
homosexuality 180, assault 158, and 109 instances of 
youngster relational unions. This year 109 cases were 
accounted for suicide after sexual maltreatment; it 
demonstrates that 9% of cases have expanded compared to 
100 cases detailed a year ago, 2016. A sex investigation 
demonstrates that 58% of young ladies and 42% of young 
men have been killed after sexual maltreatment in 2017. Cruel 
Numbers' insights demonstrate that out of the absolute 
announced 3445 cases and 60% were young ladies, and 40% 
were young men. An absolute number of 5284 abusers are 
distinguished, incorporating packs' information with all the 
3445 instances of maltreatment barring 143 instances of child 
relatives. The measurements demonstrate that 27% of Sindh 
cases, 63% cases were from Punjab, 3% cases from 
Islamabad, 2% cases from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 12 cases 
from AJK, 3 cases from GB, and 4% cases from Baluchistan 
have reported. It is also demonstrated that 59% of sexual 
maltreatment instances were young ladies, and 41% were 
young men. This year an all-out 1229 instances of snatching 
have been also reported [26]. Similarly, in 2018 /2019, the rate 
of crime is highly increased, where the number of child abuse 
cases 8 per day and according to a report, the total number of 
child abuse cases in 2019 are 2846, and the main reason for 
this increased rate is due to of watching of indecent contents 
by the people that are available on the Internet [27]. The report 
shows that both men and women show interest in indecent 
content, whereas 74% of men and 86% of women watching 
indecent content in Pakistan [28]. According to the victims' 
age, the description of the total number of cases is mentioned 
in Figure [1]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Fig. 1. Age of Victims 

 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SCIENTIFIC & TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH VO`LUME 10, ISSUE 04, APRIL 2021  ISSN 2277-8616 

26 
IJSTR©2021 
www.ijstr.org 

5 FACTOR OF CAUSING CHILD ABUSIVENESS IN 

PAKISTAN AND OTHER     ASIAN COUNTRIES 

Several reasons/causes of children's abuses are watching 
indecent content online, and some lead the vulnerabilities.  
The child abuses are described as follows:. 
 
5.1 Servile neediness 
The attitude and behavior of some components in society 
possess characteristic towards other as if they are slaves. 
"The servile condition of the peasants" is one example. The 
other features are excessively deferential; some common 
synonyms of servile are obsequious, slavish, and subservient. 
According to the World Bank report, in Asia, where half of the 
people are poor, 40 percent of the population has only $1 
income per day. Thus a vast population is living below the 
poverty line. This alarming situation causes human trafficking, 
which mostly includes women and children, to overcome 
poverty. Similarly, prostitution is also a part of human 
trafficking in Asia, which has become the main unbearable 
issue [29-30]. Consistently, many youngsters from low-income 
families are driven into the labor market at an exceptionally 
beginning period. Child labor is mostly used for domestic 
purposes and is considered a domestic servant in several 
Asian countries. The most noticeable awful type of child abuse 
happens in prostitution and watching indecent content online 
[29]. 
 
5.2 Compensation Employment or Bonded labor 
In several Asian countries, the demand for child labor is high 
due to its low price and easy control, where the children are 
used for domestic purposes and be a part of the sex trade. In 
many developing countries, most of the families are borrowed 
for work. Therefore, most cases are reported where their 
master sexually harasses a borrowed girl or child. Therefore, 
victims spend a helpless life due to a lack of resources and 
never speak against their master [23]. 
 
5.3 Expanding Availability of Low-paid Odd Jobs 
One of the significant sources of misuse of youngsters in 
developing countries is the accessibility of various low-paid 
odd jobs. It is most evident in business that verges on 
prostitution include work in bars, specific sorts of eateries, or 
lodging and massage parlors. In these spots, work is 
purposely joined with sexual misuse [31]. Domestic laborers 
are regularly utilized for sexual satisfaction by their bosses 
and their manager's companions. The victims never report to 
the police or other agencies because of a paranoid fear of 
losing their work [23]. 
 
5.4 Sexual services in the Trade industry 
The term migration has a different meaning for men and 
women and shows different results for both genders. For 
example, when men relocate and come back to their nation of 
origin, they are effectively reintegrated into the family and 
society, while ladies are regularly in danger of being 
stigmatized, particularly when they move alone. Because of 
destitution, intermittent calamities, and social minimization, a 
sizable extent of females are routinely moving to enormous 
urban communities inside and outside the nation to seek 
business/jobs. These migrators regularly get ensnared with 
sexual jobs and prostitution by their neighbors, colleagues, 
etc. [23, 32]. 

5.5  Destructive Online Content  
In most developing countries of Asia, observation and filtration 
of online content are performed at local and national levels to 
prevent children from accessing indecent content. However, in 
some Asian countries, there is no policy or legislative rule 
regarding indecent content available online, which leads the 
people to be involved in such a heinous act; thus, the nation 
faces child abuse rates at a large scale [11, 33]. 
 

6. LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK OF ASIAN 

COUNTRIES 

As previously mentioned, child abuse is becoming worse day 
by day, where different Asian countries receive several cases. 
Thus, to overcome this issue, different Asian countries have a 
Penal code or punishment regarding child abuse. These 
legislative frameworks for the different countries are discussed 
in the section below. 
 
6.1  Pakistan 
Pakistan has not so far sanctioned explicit enactment to battle 
child abuse. Pakistan's laws secure children conflictingly. 
Specifically, Pakistan's Offense of Zina Ordinance of 1979 
frequently punishes the children who are sexually misused 
rather than securing them [34]. The Pakistan Penal Code 
forbids making, delivering, or having illegal materials available 
for purchase, hire, open conveyance, circulation, and 
exhibition. Importing and exporting or passing on any profane 
item is additionally culpable. Similarly, a person involved in 
such types of activities as obtaining an indecent item is an 
offense. Every one of these exercises might be punished with 
three months in jail, a fine, or both. However, no separation so 
far is made among youngsters and child abuse. Another 
important thing is that all of the websites related to indecent 
content are blocked. If anyone is involved in child abuse, then 
he/she will be fined 1 million Pakistani rupees along with 14-20 
years imprisonment [35-38].In 2018, a case was reported 
where the culprits killed the seven-year-old girl Zainab after 
sexual harassment. After this shocking act, Pakistan's 
government has introduced a new action against child abuse 
and abduction. According to Zainab Alert, the response and 
Recovery Act 2020, the death penalty or rigorous 
imprisonment and a fine of ten million rupees in kidnapping or 
abducting a person below eighteen years of age will be given. 
[38b]. 
 
6.2 India 
India has a few laws that address different parts of child 
abuse, such as The Immoral Traffic Prevention Act 1956 
(ITPA), Indecent Representation of Women (Denial) Act 1986 
(IRWPA), the Information Technology Act 2000 (ITA), and a 
few arrangements of the Penal Code. The Penal Code of India 
disallows vulgar books, sells vulgar articles to a youngster, 
and vulgar songs but does not restrict the general public from 
performing foul play or melody. The punishment might be from 
two to five years detainment and a fine between rupees in 
indiscipline or violation. 2,000 and 5,000. Then again, the 
Information Innovation Act (ITA) contains an arrangement that 
disallows electronically distributing or transmitting any 
material. In violation, the punishment will be somewhere in the 
range of five and ten years imprisonment and a fine between 
rupees 100,000 and 200,000. [39]. Likewise, the punishment 
for child abuse is 7 to 10 years imprisonment, but in the case 
of a person who commits the crime against the child having an 
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age less than 16 years, the punishment will be 20 years to life 
imprisonment [40]. 
 
6.3 Sri Lanka 
In Sri Lanka, a special law was introduced to secure child 
abusiveness. According to Vagrants Ordinance, publishing any 
vulgar content is illegal. Likewise, the Penal Code bans all 
material with offensive content moving like the picture, books, 
papers, etc. Sri Lanka also established an act regarding 
protecting children from indecent content online, ensuring that 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) protect websites from such 
vulgar content. In the case of a rule violation, a fine and 
imprisonment of two years or both are defined. In this law, 
there is a prohibition to use a computer for committing such 
type of crime related to child abuse, but there is no limitation to 
upload or create abusive child images [40]. The vulgar 
websites' contents are also blocked, while child abuse 
punishment in Sri Lanka is 20 years imprisonment and a fine 
[42]. 
 
6.4  Philippines 
The Philippines is a country in Asia that has the highest crime 
regarding child abusiveness. UNICEF calls the Philippines a 
Global epicenter that live-streams of indecent contents for 
children [43]. Although in the Philippines there is strict 
punishment against this heinous act like the death penalty, one 
in four persons is sexually violated, and 98% of girls/women 
are mostly targeted [44-45]. The crime rate regarding child 
abuse is 7,000,000 each year [46]. 

6.5 Afghanistan and Nepal 
There is no particular enactment to secure kid erotic 
entertainment in Afghanistan as well. Shariah Law of 
Afghanistan characterizes 14 years old girl as a young lady 
and 16 years boy as a young man. Press Law 2002 (No. 81) 
disallows the distribution of articles and photographs which 
repudiate conventional qualities and ethics. Similarly, Nepal is 
also affected by this crime, where mostly girls/women are 
targeted, like 93% of girls/women are targeted as compared to 
men. According to the Nepal rule, if someone involves and the 
fine will be imposed up to 75000 rupees with 3-years 
imprisonment [47].  
 

7 COMPARISON OF CHILD ABUSE IN ASIA 

Several countries in Asia face the child abusage act due to 
various reasons that are previously discussed such as 
illiteracy, child labor, and poverty. This comparative study 
reviewed different factors among different countries, like the 
number of victims per day and year and gender-wise 
comparison. The current comparison also elaborated on the 
factors associated with watching indecent content. It has also 
documented different populations being affected by this crime 
without knowing its harmful effects, government steps against 
online video contents and websites, and finally, this 
comparison explains legislative law or punishment regarding 
this heinous act. The comparative analysis of child abused 
cases in Asian countries based aforementioned factors are 
described in the Table 1. 

 
TABLE 1 

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF CHILD ABUSE IN ASIAN COUNTRIES 
 

Name of 
Country 

Number of Cases 
 per Day 

Total Number of 
Cases 

Ratio of 
Girl/Boys 

Watching of indecent 
Content Rate by using 
mobile, laptop, etc. 

Indecent 
Content 
Access 
Online 

Legislative Rules 
Penal 
Code 

Pakistan 
8 cases of child 
abuse [27]  

2846 overall cases in 
2019 Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT), Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK), Gilgit Baltistan 
(GB) [27] 

54% of the 
victim are 
girls /46% 
are boys 
[27] 

74 % men and 86 % 
women [28] 

Blocked 
1 million Rupees fine along-
with 14 years - 20 years in 
prison [35-38]. 

Yes 

India 

130 cases of child 
abuse and one in 

every five minutes 
[48] 

24, 212 cases in 2019 

[48] 
- 

89 % overall  watched 

the indecent content by 
using smart devices[49] 

Blocked  

Punishment 7 to 10 years, if 
the person commits sexual 
assault on a child with age 

less than 16, then the 
punishment will be 20 years 
to life [40]. 

Yes 

Srilanka - 
5,891 child abuse cases 
from 2012 to 2020 [50] 

90% /10% 
[50] 

29% overall watching 
the indecent content via 
mobile[51] 

Blocked 
Fine and 5-20-year 
imprisonment for sexual 
exploitation [42]. 

Yes 

Bangladesh 
3 cases of child 
abuse[52] 

1,383 in 2019, which is 
70% increased amount 
from 2018 [52] 

 19.9 % / 
7.7% are 
the ratio of  
Violence of 
girl and 
boys [53] 

77% overall [54] Blocked 
Fine 500 thousand Taka 
along-with 10 years in jail 
[55]. 

Yes 

Afghanistan - 
546 boys abused in  
2019 [56] 

- - Blocked - Yes 

China - 4,159 in 2019 [57] 
18% / 82 % 
[58] 

79.4% men and 50.7 
women [59]. 

Blocked Punishment 3 years [60]. Yes 

Philippine 
1 in every 72 
minutes [61-62]. 

Almost 7,000,000 in each 
year [46]. 

2% / 
98%[43] 

62% men and 38% 
women [43]. 
 

Depends on 
ISP, some sites 
are blocked. 

Death Penalty [45].  Yes 

Nepal - 
252 in 2018-2019 
[63]. 

Victimized 

93% and 
subjected 7 
% [63]. 

70% overall [64]. Blocked 
Up to seventy-five-thousand 
rupees fine along-with 3 
year‘s imprisonment [47]. 

Yes 

       Yes 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taka
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8 CONCLUSION 

The crime of child abuse is increasing at an alarming rate due 
to advancements in technology. Several types of devices have 
been used nowadays that support internet technology. So the 
number of people spends most of their time watching vulgar 
content.  It makes them evil-minded. Some of the other 
reasons, such as poverty and child labor, are also increasing 
child abuse. Several Asian Countries like Pakistan, India, 
Indonesia, etc., are also affected by this hilarious crime. This is 
due to the absence of sufficient lawful measures to secure 
youngster erotic entertainment that has involved great worry in 
Asia. Though there are many authentic, legitimate measures 
taken to ensure kid's safety, different laws frameworks at 
national and network levels are needed to counteract child 
abuse and sexual maltreatment. In this admiration, the 
circumstance is serious in Afghanistan as there is no 
enactment explicit to child abuse. However, some countries 
like Pakistan, India, and China have taken strict action against 
child abuse. Countries like the Philippines and Bangladesh, 
having strict policies against child abusiveness, but the crime 
rate regarding child abuse is still high. Finally, a comparative 
analysis has been discussed regarding the child abusage 
crime rate and several Asian countries' legislative rules. The 
comparison also showed the population-based statistics of 
various countries regarding Internet usage and watching of 
indecent contents online via mobile or any other devices. 
Hence, most Asian Countries blocked the vulgar contents and 
provided legislative rules mentioned in comparative analysis. 
There are mostly escape clauses in the current child rights 
securing laws in different nations, and Law enforcement 
structures must be created to make children safe. 
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